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“And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon." Judges 7:20 
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SALVATION 


ILLUSTRATED BY COMPARISON AND CONTRAST 
By Rev. Alex. Marshall 


“I Pray Thee Have Me Excused” 


A distinguished person in the 
East at great expense provided a 
sumptuous feast and invited many. 
When the time came for the ar- 
rival of the guests, they all ab- 
sented themselves and sent ex- 
cuses. The fact was they did not 
wish to go, and not having the 
courage to. say, “We will not,” 


they said, ““‘We Gannot.” Whatever 


may have been their reasons for 
refusing to speak out their minds 
and attend the feast, their excuses 
were extremely foolish (Luke 14). 

The first said, “I have bought 
a piece of ground, and I must 
needs go and see it; I pray thee, 
have me excused.” What was the 


hurry? Could he not have gone 
at some other time? The second 
was not a bit better. “I have 
bought five yoke of oxen, and I 
go to prove them; I pray thee, 
have me excused.” What harm 


giving them a night’s rest? Be- 
sides, whether they were value or 
not for the money he paid for 
them, they were bought. But the 
third excuse was the worst of all. 
“T have married a wife, and there- 
fore I cannot come.” Why didn’t 
he go and take his wife with him? 


“All Things Are Ready, Come” 


The spiritual application of the 
story must be evident to all. God, 
at an infinite cost, has provided a 
feast for perishing sinners. He has 
commanded His servants to go 
into all the world and proclaim 
the good news to every creature 
(Mark 16: 15). 


~) “Al things are readay, ” comet — 


Come to the supper spread: 

Come, rich and poor; come, old 
and young; 
- Come, and be richly fed.” 

The invitation is universal. None 
is excluded. “Whosoever will,’”’ may 
come. Millions have partaken of 
the feast and are now in the glory; 
millions more are on the way, and 
still the cry is heard, “Yet there 
is room.” 

Worldly. people have pictured 
the Christian life as gloomy and 
melancholy. They have imagined 
that the partaking of the gospel 
feast fills the heart with sadness 
and causes a shadow to rest on 


(Continued on page three) 


“Perhaps You Are Right”’ 


By Rev. E. E. Shelhamer 
1810 Young Street, Cincinnati, Ohio 


“A soft answer turneth away 
wrath, but grievous words stir 
up anger.” —Prov. 19:1, 

In the daily grind of life, some- 
times the best of friends get tired 
and tempted. On such occasions, 


if we are not careful and prayer- 
ful, we will reprove and blame 
others harshly. Of course, when 
we find one who is always right 
and cannot take a suggestion in 
a gracious manner, it is safe to 
say, either he is not wholly re- 
sponsible, or is backslidden in 
heart. In either case he is to be 
pitied and prayed for. 


Now, it might be helpful on 
both sides if we could always 
take the attitude that the other 
person could be right. At least 


. .Jhis motive might be pure. Let us 


try it and occasionally say, “You 
may be right!” This will be hard 
on conceit. A bigot can hardly 
pronounce it. But it may win the 
argument! 
._“Perhaps you are right in your 


view of that certain Scripture, 


though I have looked at it a little 
differently.” 


“Perhaps you are right in your 
method of training children, at 
least let us hope so.” 


“You may be right in your ideas 
of economy; let us try your plan 
for a while.” 

“Perhaps you are right in your 
method of washing and drying 
dishes, though I was taught other- 
wise:”’ 

“I wonder if your manner of 
dealing with young people might 
be better than mine? I am will- 
ing at least to give it a try.” 

“You may be right in publicly 
denouncing this and that, though, 
[you will let me say it] some of 
us wonder if it is the _ best 
method.” 

Yes, in a dozen things you may 
be right and I may be wrong, but 
let us insist on one big thing— 
always showing the right spirit. 
‘He that ruleth his spirit is bet- 
ter than he that taketh a city.’— 
Prov. 16:32. 


could have come to the oxen by| 


said he was. He lived a good 


children. 


About the Saviour it says, “And 
it came to pass, as he was alone 
praying, his disciples were with 
him: and he asked them, saying, 
Whom say the people that I am?” 
When Jesus was alone, that is, 
away from the multitude, and in 
secret »%rayer, his disciples were 
with him. The relationship of 


So intimate that He could count 
Himself alone while they were 
with Him. And in some sense 
other members of a family. ought 
to be able to enter into the prayer 
life of the father and mother. 
Prayer at home is not like prayer 


|.in.a publié” éhurch: serviee..16 is'- 


more intimate, more _ personal, 
and is more easily shared by the 
other members of the family than 
by outsiders. 

Obviously, if a Christian is 
going to pray anywhere he must 
pray at home. Few of us would 
have any confidence in the kind 
of Christianity which makes much 
of public prayers and does no 
real praying at home. 

We have given another chapter 
entirely to the subject of Family 
Worship in The Home. Surely 
there ought to be one public time 
of Bible reading and prayer and 
worship, with all the family tak- 
ing part. But there certainly 
ought to be much praver in the 
home besides that at the family 
worship. We here make some 
Suggestio.; about the kinds of 
prayer there should be at home, 
including that at the familv ‘wor- 
ship, and at other times and occa- 
sions. 


I. Private Devotions by 
Individual Members of 
the Family 


Jesus said, “And when thou 
prayest, thou shalt not be as the 
hypocrites are: for they love to 
pray standing in the synagogues 
and in the corners of the streets, 
that they may be seen of men. 
Verily I say unto you, They have 
their reward. But thou, when 
thou prayest, enter into’ thy 
closet, and when thou hast shut 
thy door, pray to thy Father 
which is in secret; and thy Father 
which seeth in secret shall re- 
ward thee openly. But when ye 
pray, use not vain repetitions, as 
the heathen do: for they think 
that they shall be heard for their 
much speaking” (Matt. 6:5-7). 

Here is a clear doctrine of 
prayer. Prayer must not be done 
for public show, must not be in- 
tended primarily for the ears of 
others. Prayers must not be vain 
repetitions, as the heathen have. 
But prayer ought to be the hon- 


est heart-cry of a soul, particu- 


pier I would be if I had only heard him pray at least once!” 
That son felt, as most other sons and daughters would, that 
if a father and mother were very good Christians they 
would pray in the home, would pray with and for their 


1 
In Luke 9:18 is a strange verse. 


the Saviour and His disciples was 


By Evangelist John R. Rice 


In a funeral parlor in Dallas, Texas, a young man about 
nineteen or twenty stood by the casket of his father. 
said, “‘Brother Rice, I think my father was a Christian. He 


He 


life. But oh, how much hap- 


PRAYER IN THE HOME 


they ought to talk to God in pri- 
vate before they lead their chil- 
dren in the public family worship. 
Necessarily the father and 
mother have problems that are 
too intimate and too deep for the 
understanding of little children. 
Every Christian, whether young 
or old, needs a time of waiting 
upon God, a time with his Bible 
and in prayer. 

On first arising is the ideal 


larly of 1 Christian, asking his 
Heavenly Father for what he needs 
and desires. So Jesus teaches 
that prayer ought often, nay 
usually, to be secret prayer. Only 
the man who prays much in se- 
cret can be trusted to pray hon- 
estly in public, without special 
regard to what others think of his 
prayer. Secret prayer is abso- 
lutely essential to the happiest 
and most prosperous Christian 
life. 


This does not mean that it is 
wrong to pray in public, or wrong 
to join with others in prayer. 


“about where two or three shall 
agree in prayer. We have many 
Bible examples of where Jesus 
and others prayed in public. But 
only aS one prays much in secret 
can prayer be kept on a spiri- 
tually honest basis. 


If the father and mother are to 
lead their children right in their 
devotions, then they must have 
special strength and grace, and 


We are given precious, .Promises, 6 grt 


time for this morning watch, this 
time of secret devotion. The 
evangelist, D. L. Moody, had a 
custom of arising at four o’clock 
in the morning for a time of Bible 
study and prayer alone. before 
anyone else in the family was 
stirring. For those who find it 
hard to take time for secret devo- 
tion, a missionary some years ago 
suggested a simple motto of four 
words which will settle that mat- 
ter for any Christian if he takes 
them as a solemn vow to God: 
“No Bible, no breakfast!” Those 
who do not have time to read the 
Bible and pray do not have time 
. “A Christian needs a time 
alone with God for his prayer, for 
his confession, for a little mem- 
ory work, or for sweet meditation 
on the Word of God in claiming 
promises. 


Ralph Cushman has said: 


I Met God in the Morning 
I met God in the morning 


(Continued on page two) 


When the day was at its best, 


“If ye love me, keep my com- 
mandments.” This is what our 
Lord told His disciples. The Lord 
Jesus Christ, who gave His life 
on Calvary’s cross because He 
loved men, wants the love of His 
own. Love longs for love. No one 
ever loved as Jesus loves. All the 
love of all mothers for their chil- 
dren cannot be compared with the 
love the Lord has for His own. 
We can never “satisfy Jesus’ un- 
less we give Him the love’ of our 
heart. We may show the Lord 
that we love Him by living in 
unbroken fellowship with Him. We 
always long to be with those 
whom we love. The only way we 
can show the world we lové Jesus 
is by living for Him, by keeping 
His commandments. It is our 
business as. Christian people to 
demonstrate to a wicked world 
our loyalty to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. We should tell men that 
He is our own; that we are trust- 
ing Him; that He is our Saviour. 
We should not be guilty. of any 
conduct that will make men ques- 
tion our allegiance to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. We should keep 
His commandments. 

ce a * 

“Ye are my friends, if ye do 
whatsoever I command you.” 
Christians are more than servants 


BOB JONES SAYS 


By Evangelist Bob Jones, D.D., LL.D. 
Founder and President, Bob Jones College, Cleveland, Tenn. 


DR. BOB JONES 


Christ. A servant may serve for 
pay. He may work under the 
lash of conditions that make him 
serve. But Christians serve their 
Lord as friends, not as slaves. 
Christians, of course, are bond- 
Slaves of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
But the chains of slavery that 
bind them are love chains. They 
cannot “walk out” on their Lord 
because their love for Him holds 
them. That explains why through 
all the years Christians have been 
willing to suffer for Christ. No 
suffering which a _ surrendered 
saint has to endure to be faithful 


of Christ, They are friends of 


(Continued on page two) 
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And His presence came like glory 
Of the sunrise in my breast. 


All day long the Presence lin- 
gered 
All day long He stayed with me, 
And we sailed in perfect calmness 
_ Over a very troubled sea. 


Other ships were blown and bat- 
tered, 
Other ships were-sore distress- 
ed. 
But the winds that seemed to 
drive them, 
Brought to us a peace and rest. 


Then I thought of other mornings, 

With a keen remorse of mind. 

- When I too, had loosed the moor- 
ings 

With the Presence left behind. 


And I think I know the secret 
Learned from many a troubled 
way: 
You must seek God in the morn- 
ing 
If you want Him through the 
day. 


Only this morning my private 
Bible study in the first two chap- 
ters in John yielded two remarka- 
ble lessons that I had never seen 
before, and how sweet they Were 
to my heart! And one who prays 
alone will pray about things that 
he dare not ask for in the pres- 
ence of others, no matter how 
close and dear they are. 


Even the children of the family 
who are Christians ought to be 
taught to have private devotions. 
Perhaps they ought to have sug- 
gestions about it. A mother may 
set her children to learning the 
Twenty-Third Psalm, the Beati- 
tudes, the Lord’s prayer, or_ the 
Ten Commandments. Or she may 
give a list of verses and have one 
verse learned each morning, and 
have it repeated to her later in 
the day or at.the family worship 
period. Perhaps some of the chil- 
dren will find especially precious 
the little book called Daily Light, 
with a collection of Scripture for 
every day on special topics. Some 
members of the family will like 
Mrs. Cowman’s book, Streams in 
the Desert. It gives for each day 
in the year a verse of Scripture, 
a comment by some famous 
preacher and a sweet poem that 
comforts and blesses. Each indi- 
vidual who is a Christian ought 
to be encouraged to have his little 
quiet time alone with the Bible 
and God. For younger children 
_ it will take some supervision from 
father and mother. But-it will be 
the forming of a beautiful habit, 
one of the most essential habits 
that will almost guarantee: a 
happy and useful Christian~life 
for one who has trusted in Christ. 


II. The Prayers at Family 
Worship 


In another chapter we have 
suggested the reasons and time 
and method of family worship, 
but now a word ought to be said 
about the prayers at family wor- 
ship. 


First, let every member of the 
family who is a Christian pray. 
Preferably, the prayers ought to 
come in order. Some _ person, 
probably the father, ought to pray 
first, and then if each one prays 
in a regular order around the 
table, no one will be left out and 
each one. will feel that he has a 
regular and usual part in the 
worship. 


Let the prayers be nr and 
direct and such that every mem- 
ber of the family can understand 
. and in which all can join. Prayers 
should always be very honest and 
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openhearted, asking for what the 
heart craves and needs. The 
more simple and direct the pray- 
ers, the more likely they are hon- 
est prayers and the more likely 
God will be pleased with them. 


The family worship ought al- 
ways to include praise. Children 
ought to be taught to thank God 
for the rest of the night, to thank 
God for the meals, to thank God 
for mother and father, brothers 
and. sisters, and other blessings. 

Often the father and mother 
will be called upon to suggest 
what the children should pray for. 


‘Perhaps the children themselves 


should think about it ahead of 
time and before the prayers sug- 
gest some things for which they 
should ask. And they should sug- 
gest matters for thanksgiving too. 


The prayers ought to be prac- 
tical. And certainly the children 


should learn to pray for one an-|, 


other. Often at our breakfast table 
one of my girls has prayed, “Lord, 
help me to remember what I have 
learned and be able to express 
myself on the test today and 
make a good grade.” And often 
my girls have prayed for one of 
the sisters who was to take an 
examination, or who needed help 
in a job, or who was to take part 
on a Christian program. “Lord, 
help Daddy to preach tonight and 
let souls be saved,” has been a 
frequent prayer of little girls at 
our family altar many, many 
times through the years. 


A month before Mary Lloys, 
my second daughter, was married, 
nearly all her sisters prayed re- 
peatedly, “Lord, help us in the 


| plans for the wedding that it may 


be beautiful, that Mary Lloys and 
Chuck may be happy, and that 
the ceremony may be a help and 
inspiration to others.” Then when 
the happy young couple had gone 
on their honeymoon, Mary Lloys’ 
sisters prayed for her happiness 
and safe return and prayed that 
the marriage might be all that 
we had hoped it would be. 

If mother has lost her ration 
books, then the breakfast table 
worship is a good time to pray 
that the Lord might help her find 
them. 

If one member of the family 
has a cold or any illness, all those 
around the table frequently pray 
for the dear one, whether present 
or absent. How sweet to bear 
one another’s burdens, and find 


the family’s hearts knit together 


in prayer to God at the semuly 
worship! 

Of course the parents will need 
to set the example about the un- 
selfish praying and bearing of one 
another’s burdens in prayer. 
Surely the mother and father 
should call the children by name 
and pray God to bless them. If 
one has done wrong, then with 
loving heart the mother and 
father should specially remember 
that one and plead with the Lord 
that he or she may be kept from 
any sin and that he may over- 
come any special temptation. I 
do not know of anything that is 
more likely to help a boy or girl 
to be good and to honor father 
and mother than to hear that’ 
father’s or mother’s loving voice 
lifted in prayer for himself or 
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herself. That is a sweet heritage 
that every child ought to be able 
to remember always. Parents 
ought to pray for their children. 
They ought to pray for them at 
the family worship. 

This example has a_ blessed 
effect on the children who join 
in the family worship. They enter 
into the burdens, the joys, the 
problems, the needs of the home. 
They join in prayer. The girls in 
our home pray for money to pay 
the college bills. They join in 
thanking God when He sends the 
money for necessary expenses. A 
spirit of unselfish prayer can be 
developed by the example of 
father and mother at the family 
altar. 

Little pumps need priming. 
Little children need suggestions 
about how to pray. Often the 
prayer ought to grow out of the 
Scripture that is read. A good 
promise might be quoted and 
memorized and its meaning ex- 
plained. Then it ought to be ap- 
plied to some personal need, and 
children will feel free to pray for 
that need, on the authority of the 
Word of God. Often mother or 
father should simply suggest, ‘“‘Let 
us pray for So and So.” Or the 
father might ask, “What shall we 
pray for today?’ And then there 
is a general agreement about the 
prayer that must be pleasing to 
God. 

I suggest that the fathers and 
mothers be particularly careful 
that the language of their prayers 
be simple and direct. The pon- 
derous and theological praying is 
very rarely in order. Elegant 
but obscure language with long 
words and high-sounding phrases 
have little place in prayer at any 
time, even public prayer in the 
church. They are utterly out of 
place at the family altar. Let 
prayer be simple and childlike 
and direct and sincere. Let the 
fathers and mothers pray such 
prayers as the children may emu- 
late, at least in spirit. They cer- 
tainly ought to be able to under- 
stand the words and join their 
hearts in the petitions that are 
uttered by father and mother. 


Iti. Thanks at Meals 


Perhaps there ought not to be 
many inflexible rules about a 
home. But certainly there ought 
to be a custom never broken of 
thanking God for meals. 


Ten times in the New Testa- 
ment we are told that Jesus gave 
thanks to God for food. Six times 
more we are told that He-blessed 
the food before He ate or before 
He broke bread for others. If 
the dear Lord Jesus, our Saviour, 
the Maker of Heaven and earth, 
when in human form felt a grati- 
tude welling up in His heart to 
His Heavenly Father, then how 
wicked are we if we do nat like- 
wise gratefully thank God! And 
if He, so busy, so crowded, so 
often in public, felt He must 
always give thanks for food, al- 
ways ask the Father’s blessing 
upon it or bless it Himself, then 
surely we, too, ought never to 
taste food except with a prayer 
that God will bless it and with 
grateful hearts to the bountiful 
Creator who gave it. 


This custom of the Saviour in 
blessing bread was poignantly re- 
membered among His disciples. 
When Jesus had risen from the 
dead and walked one day on the 
road to Emmaus and drew near 
to two disciples, their grieved 
hearts were inattentive to the 
Stranger who walked beside them. 
And their eyes were temporarily 
blinded that they should not know 
the risen Saviour. Their hearts 
burned within them as He opened 
to them the Scriptures, but -they 
did not recognize Him until they 
sat together for their supper at 
some little inn or home in Em- 
maus. Then, “it came to pass, as 
he sat at meat with them, he 
took bread, and blessed it, and 
brake, and gave to them. And 
their eyes were opened, and they 
knew him; and he vanished out of 
their sight” (Luke 24:30-31). You 


see, the blessing of the bread was 
such a custom with Jesus that the 
disciples instantly recognized Him 
by this action. Oh, that we were 
as careful to give God the praise 
and to ask His blessing as was 
the Lord Jesus Himself! 


The twenty-seventh chapter of 
Acts gives us the graphic story of 
the shipwreck in the Mediterra- 
nean when Paul and his 275 com- 
panions were driven before a 
tempest for fourteen days in the 
doomed ship and then were cast 
upon an island. Read the follow- 
ing thrilling words and see how 
Paul thanked God for food in the 
midst of terror on every side. 

“And while the day was coming 
on, Paul besought them all to 
take meat, saying, This day is the 
fourteenth day that ye have tar- 
ried and continued fasting, hav- 
ing taken nothing. Wherefore I 


pray you to take some meat: for 
this is for your health: for there 
shall not an. hair fall from the 
head of any of you. And when he 
had thus spoken, he took bread, 
and gave thanks to God in pres- 
ente of them all: and when he 
had broken it, he began to eat. 
Then were they all of good cheer, 
and they also took some meat. 
And we were in all in the ship 
two hundred threescore and six- 
teen souls”—Acts 27:33-37. 

It must have been poor, cold 
stale bread that Paul ate and had 
others eat that day in the midst 
of the tempest, as the day came 
on. Paul gave devout thanks to 
God! In such trouble, with their 
lives evidently in jeopardy, Paul 
might have been excused if he 
had held onto the ship rigging 
with one hand and eaten with the 


(Continued on page seven) 


Eitor In Spoxane, Wastinctor 


Twenty-five’ churches are co- 
operating in the union revival 
campaign where I am now preach- 
ing, in Spokane, Washington. Rev. 
J. Byron Crouse of Wilmore, Ken- 
tucky, long director of: the radio 
department at Asbury College, is 
leading the singing with great 
blessing. 

Spokane has no city auditorium, 
so services are held in the beau- 
tiful auditorium of the First Bap- 
tist Church. We expect this audi- 
torium to prove too small. 

The first week has passed with 
many blessings, souls being saved 
from the very start. Thirty-four 
ministers were present in one 
service and these men of God 
have shown great kindness to this 
unworthy evangelist and his party. 
Services continue through Oc- 
tober 28. 

My daughter Elizabeth is miss- 
ing the first semester at Wheaton 
College to be with me as secre- 
tary for four campaigns. 

The Seattle campaign comes 
next, November 4-25, with more 
than fifty churches cooperating. 
The brethren there have made 


big plans. I will fly there Tues- 
day to speak to about 100 min- 
isters and lay leaders, returning 
by plane in time for the evening 
service in Spokane. 


While speaking three times 
daily in the campaign at Spokane, 
I am working hard on the last 
chapters of the new book, The 
HOME: Courtship, Marriage, and 
Children, and I expect to have 
the last copy in the hands of the 
printer and set in type before this 
reaches the readers of The Sword 
of the Lord. I pray that this book 
may go to many thousands of 
homes for the good it will do. And 
I am specially anxious about the 
great subscription campaign for 
The Sword of the Lord now in 
progress in which the new book 
is to be given free with three 8 
month subscriptions. at $1.00 each. 
I trust that those who love The 
Sword of the Lord, who love 
evangelism and who love me, will 
join me in the earnest effort to 
get 25,000 new and renewal sub- 
scriptions in the present. cam- 
paign, for my fiftieth birthday, 
December 11. 


BOB JONES **"S--. 


(Continued from page one) 
to His Lord could compare with 
the suffering of conscience he 
would feel if he went back on his 
Lord. All the persecution that 
Peter ever had to endure as a 
surrendered Christian never 
caused him as much pain as the 


Sins of sorrow he had because he| 


denied his Lord. Paul gloried in 
tribulation. There is a sweetness 
about suffering for those whom 
we love. Scars received in battles 
fought for a man’s country which 
he loves are stars of glory. The 
consciousness of having served 
our Lord whom we love even 
though such service leads to mar- 
tyrdom brings a peace that is 
sweeter than any peace wicked 
men can ever know. That is the 
reason martyrs have gone through 
fiery furnaces singing praises to 
the one who loved them and 
loosed them from their. sins in His 
own precious blood. 


“I magnify mine office,” Paul 
said. Paul was a Christian.: He 
was a child of God. He was a 
servant of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
He was a special kind of servant. 
He was an “apostle to the Gen- 
tiles.” Many who read these lines 
are Christians. . They, too, are 
servants of God. Each individual 
Christian is a special kind of ser- 
vant. God has a place in which 
every child of His is supposed to 
serve. A mother in a little simple 
home nursing her children and 
bringing them up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord does 
not always realize how important 
her place is. If there had been 


‘no Christian mothers, there would 


not be much Christian history. 
Let every Christian mother mag- 


nify her office. Let every strug- 


gling, faithful Christian® father 
remember he has a_ responsible 
position. So fathers, magnify 
your office! There is no lowly 
place for a Christian if the Chris- 


tian is in his God-appointed 
place. No wonder the Psalmist 
said, “I had rather be a door- 


keeper in the house of God, than 
to dwell in the tents of wicked- 


ness.” 
. a * 


Paul was let down over the 
wall in a basket. We do not know 
Who the friends were who let Paul 
down over the wall. They must 
have been Christian people. They 
were protecting the apostle to the 
Gentiles. When we _ Christian 
people walk down streets of gold, 
under the cloudless sky, and meet 
Paul, we may find him with that 
little group of friends that helped 
him escape over the wall. Their 
names did not get into the Bible. 
Paul may have to introduce them 
to us. They may have crowns 
Shining as brightly as the crown 
on the head of Paul. The great- 
est things in the world often de- 
pend upon the least things. Some- 
times those who serve in places 
that men think are lowly may be 
serving in the highest places, ac- 
cording to God’s estimate of 
values. We read in the Bible 
that those who give a cup of cold 
water in the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ are to have their 
reward. It is not where we work 
or what we do; it is whether we 
do all the things we do in His 
name that make our jobs and the 
things we do valuable in the sight 
of God. Lift up your heads, you 
drooping saints, who sometimes 
wonder if what you do is worth 
while! Just keep on keeping on 
and remember w you are and 
whom you serve. Your Lord will 
never forget you when He hands 
out the rewards at the judgment 
seat of Christ. 
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_ FREE! FOR HELPING US GET 


25,000 SUBSCRIPTIONS BY DEC. Ith 
—EDITOR’S 50th BIRTHDAY 


'1. Fascinating new book—THE HOME: COURTSHIP, MARRIAGE AND CHILDREN 


for 3 $1.00 Subscriptions. 


2. Latest 5x7” photographic portrait of the editor, on lovely double-weight photographic 
paper, and the new book, for 5 $1.00 Subscriptions. 


By Evangelist Robert J. Wells, Associate Editor 


Would you like to have a part 
in getting The Sword of the Lord 
into 25,000 new homes? Would 
you like to help us give the edi- 
‘tor of The Sword of the Lord 
25,000 subscriptions by his fiftieth 
birthday and thus help him to 
realize the desire of his heart? 


Many have already’ indicated 
their wholehearted interest in this 
great subscription campaign, ex- 
pressing their determination to do 


everything possible to make it a 
tremendous success. We are con- 
fident that all of our readers will 
want to share in this honest effort 


to reach many thousands of new 


people with the heart-searching 
and life-changing messages of The 
Sword of the Lord. 


You Will Want the New Book | 


For several years it has “been 
‘the custom of The Sword of the 
Lord to offer special premium 
awards during the annual sub- 
scription campaign, and this year 
we feel we are offering the best 
yet. 


For a number of years the edi- 
tor has been praying and planning 


about a book on the Christian® 


home. ‘Though the pressure of his 
multiplied activities has been 
preat, yet his God-given burden 
for a. book on this subject was so 
keenly: felt that in recent months 
he has given himself at great sac- 


rifice to the preparation of the 
more than twenty chapters, which 
make up his latest book entitled: 
The Home: Courtship, Marriage 
and Children. 

It is a large book of over 300 
pages, packed with careful Bible 
teaching, interesting and fascinat- 
ing throughout. Some of the chap- 
ter titles are as follows, ‘‘Marriage 
and the Home,” “Courtship and 
the Dangers of Petting,” “Some 
Things That Should. Delay Mar- 
riage,” “Some Should Not Marry,” 
“Principles of a Successful and 
Happy Marriage,” “Man, God’s 
Deputy in the Home,” Wives 
Should Be Subjects to Husbands,” 
“Letter to a Young Husband,” 
“The Normal Sex Life in Mar- 
riage,” “Blessing of Children,” 
“Birth: Control,” “Divorce,” “Cor- 
rection and Discipline of Chil- 
dren,” ‘“ ‘Honor Thy Father and 
Thy Mother,’” “Family Worship 
in the Home,” “Prayer in the 
Home,” “Winning Children to 
Christ,” “Cooperating with Church, 
School and Community,” ‘“Chris- 
tian Attitudes and Example,” and 
“Christ, the Head of the Home.” 

Thousands of people have been 
asking for just such a book as 
this. NeWly married couples seek- 
ing advice and help have been 
forced, for the most part, to get 
it from secular sources due to the 
fact that no such thoroughly com- 
prehensive book as this has here- 
tofore been available. Many pas- 
tors have been praying for this 


kind of book, recognizing the in- 
creasing need for it due to the 
alarming increase in the break- 
down of the home, religion and 
morals in the war and postwar 
days. 


This big book is now offered 
free to all who will send in three 
8-month subscriptions at $1.00 
each, new or. renewal, to The 
Sword of the Lord. If you want 
more than one copy of the book, 
send three subscriptions for each 
copy of the book desired. 


You Will Want the New Picture 


As a very special feature of this 
fiftieth birthday subscription cam- 
paign it is now possible for you 
to secure a very attractive 5x7” 
photographic portrait, reproduced 
on beautiful double weight photo- 
graphic paper. In order to get 
this picture you must send in five 
$1.00 (8-month subscriptions) new 
or renewal for The Sword of the 
Lord. 


Those who send in the five 
subscriptions will receive the pic- 
ture, in addition to-the book, The 
Home: Courtship, Marriage and 
Children. 


The pictures are not for sale 
and they are not available on any 
other basis. Some have suggested 
that they would like to have such 
a picture as a constant reminder 
to pray for the editor and his 
many evangelistic activities. If you 
want more than one picture, send 


about 


i. When God’s Patience 
Wears Out 


2. “Be Sure Your Sin Will 
Find You Out” | 

3. What Jesus Said About 
Hell 

4, Will a Loving God Send a 
Sinner to Hell? 

5. Hell—Keep Out! 

6. Religious but Lost 

1. A Good Man Lost and a 
Bad Man Saved 

8. The Criminal Who Wanted 


Another Chance 


crowd of 3767 people, with Dr. 


11, 
: God’s Last Train for Heaven.” 


Christ, 


crowds with Dr. Rice preaching. 


in gold, 
This evan 
revival fires 


REVIVAL APPEALS 


Here are evangelistic messages both sharp and 
tender, both Scriptural and fervent, 
used of God in large scale revival campaigns in 


some principal cities in America. 
these messages to the salvation of thousands of 
souls. 


One sermon in this book has been printed in 
214 million copies, in four different languages. 


Sermon Titles 


The jacket pictures in rich mulberry colored ink the tremendous 


revival campaign in Public Music Hall, Cleveland, Ohio, March 
The sermon was the last one in this 
There were about fifty conver- 
sions that night. In the three weeks’ campaign there were about 
800 professions with over 600 of them for the first time accepting 
as reported by the pastors’ 
churches and other Christian organizations cooperated. 


Inside. the covers are other colored pictures of great revival 


The sixteen sermons "make a book of 216 large pages, beauti- 
fully bound in red cloth. Title and author’s signature stamped 


elistic preaching will thrill yout soul. 
urning, will give ammunition to preachers, will bring 
conviction and salvation to sinners, 


tremendously 


God has used 


for this volume, 


9. How a Lost Sheep Got 


Home 

“Come Unto Me” 

Facing the Pierced Jesus 
“It Is Finished” 

No Room for Jesus 


Neglect, the Shortest Way 
to Hell 


“What Must | Do te Be 
Saved?” 


Missing God’s Last Train 
for Heaven 


16. 


Rice preaching, at the blessed 


book, “Missing 


committee. . Ninety-three 


It will set 


ree ‘Your Copy Today from 


Les 


ccoap cot |SWORD s+ LORD PUBLISHERS 


16 Evangelistic Messages 


This book will set revival fires burning in the 
hearis of ministers and members alike. 
concerned place it in the hands of preachers, in the 
homes of Christians, and give it or lend it to the 
unconverted. These sixteen addresses are so full 
of Scripture, so fervent in their appeal, so simple, 
yet vigorous and dramatic in language, 
greatly blessed of God in actual use that we dare 
hope for tremendous circulation, 
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(Continued from page one) 
the countenance. They don’t seem 
to know that the gospel is “glad 
tidings of great joy,” not sad tid- 
ings of great misery. 

The persons in the parable were 
invited to a “feast,” not to a 
“funeral”; and in the parallel ac- 
count as recorded in Matthew 22: 
2 we are told that it was a “mar- 
riage feast.” 


“I Never Did Any Harm 
in My Life” 


Such an excuse has often been 
given, Let me ask, Is this your ex- 
cuse? Do you really mean that 
you have never done any harm? 
Have you never sinned in thought, 
word, or deed? Have you never 
cherished an impure, unkind, or 
wicked thought? Have you never 
spoken a hasty word, told a lie, 
or attempted to mislead any one? 
Have you loved God with all your 
heart, soul, strength, and mind? 
Have you loved your neighbour as 
you have loved yourself? “Oh, no,” 
you reply, “no one has done so.” 


| Never mind others just now. You 


admit that you have sinned. If 
one were found guilty of breaking 
the laws of~- his country, who 
would believe that he had done no 
harm? There is no use in conceal- 
ing the fact that you have not 
been what you ought to have been; 
you have not done what you 
should have done: in other words, 
you are a sinner, and the Word of 
God declares, “The soul that sin- 
neth, it shall die’ (Ezek. 18: 4); 
“The wages of sin is death” (Rom. 
6: 23). Take your place as lost 
and ruined in God’s sight, and give 
up all attempts to excuse, or cover 
up your sins. They cannot be hid 
from God. 


“T’ll Turn Over a New Leaf” 


It is all very well to say you 
will “turn over a new leaf.” But 


five $1.00 subscriptions for each 
picture desired. 


Get Your Subscriptions in Without 
Delay 


This great campaign is now 
under way. We expect hundreds 
of subscriptions day after day. 
No time can be lost if we are to 
have 25,000 by December 11th and 
present them to the editor as a 
birthday gift. Why not sit down 
now and write out the names and 
addresses of your friends and loved 
ones who should be receiving The 
Sword of the Lord. Some of you 
can very easily send 100 subscrip- 
tions, others of you can send fifty, 
hundreds of you can send ten, and 
there will be thousands who will 
want to send five. 
three 8-month 
$1.00 each you will receive this 
Bible Manual of twenty-two chap- 
ters on the home, and for five 
8-month subscriptions we will send 
you the book and latest portrait 
of Dr. Rice. 

If you would like to have us 
supply names of those who would 
like to receive The Sword of the 
Lord, names of missionaries, min- 
isters, seminary, college, Bible 
school students, etc., we will be 
glad to do so. Help us get the 
gospel out by doing your best 
in this subscription campaign. 

Remember that it is 25,000 new 
or ‘renewal subscriptions by the 
editor’s birthday, December 11th! 
Send your subscription in now to: 

The Sword of the Lord, 
214 W. Wesley Street, 
Wheaton, Illinois. 


subscriptions at 


AUTOGRAPHED TRACTS 


HITLER, A a BULL IN A NET, 
i. TRAP 
HIROHITO nie YELLOW DOG 
F THE FAR EAST 
es DAY RELIGION 
THE HORNS “GOOD” AND “BAD” 
10 Cents Each, All Four (4) Tracts 25c. 
Send Coin. No Stamps. 
Get sane, sensible Bible Tracts from a 
man whe knows how to write Tracts. 


Send Order te 
REV. E. McLAIN, 


DARDANELLE, ARKANSAS 


Remember, for 


a 


SALVATION _ 


let me ask, “What about the past 
black leaves of guilt ?’’ The school- 
boy, after spilling the ink on the 
page of his copybook, turns over 
a new leaf, resolving that in fu- 
ture he will be more careful; but 
“turning over a new leaf’ does 
not remove the blotted one, and 
soon the teacher’s eye detects the 
blots and he punishes him for his 
carelessness. 

It may be at one time you were 
addicted to drinking, swearing, ly- 
ing, or other bad habits; but of 
late you have “turned over a new 
leaf,” and are become what the 
world calls a “reformed person.” 
This is right and proper, but don’t 
forget that future good conduct 
can never blot out past disobe- 
dience. 3 

A merchant finds that he is in 
difficulties. He takes his cashbook 
and begins a “new leaf,” forget- 
ting that there is a “carried over” 
and a “brought forward” column. 
New figures on the “new leaf’ 
won't pay the old debts. Every 
page of our life account is headed 
with a “brought forward.” Re- 
member that “turning over a new 
leaf” won’t do for you. The Sav- 
iour’s declaration is, “Ye must be 
born again” (John 3:3-7). You 
must become a “new creature’ in 
Christ Jesus. 


“God Is Merciful’’ 


Satan goes about with his bun- 
dle of lies, giving them to one and 
another. To one he says, “God is 
too merciful to punish sinners”; 
and if this is not believed he tries 
another, “If God does punish the 
sinner in Hell, the punishment 
won’t be eternal.” 

It is a blessed truth that “God 
is merciful’; but He is also holy 
and just, and never can be merci- 
ful at the expense: of His justice. 
All His attributes are equally bal- 
anced, and cannot conflict with 
each other. He who is longsuffer- 
ing and slow to anger “will by 
no means clear the guilty.” Yon 
culprit who is being taken to pri- 
son by the policeman has learned 
that the judge could not dispense 
justice and allow the lawbreaker 
to go unpunished. 

God’s pardoning mercy flows 
only through one channel, and 
that is the atonement of Christ; 
and all who refuse to accept of 
life through His death must for 
ever “dwell with the devouring 
fire.” “The wicked shall be turned 
into Hell and all the nations that 
FORGET God” (Psalm 9: 17). 
“He that believeth not the Son 
shall not see life; but the wrath 
of God abideth on him” (John 3: 
36). 


‘| “If a Man Does the Best He Can 


He Will Be Saved” 


Have you done the best you 
could? Have you not, again and 
again, done what you ought not 
to have done, and omitted to do 
what you should have done? “I 
don’t pretend to be perfect.” As- 
suredly not, but remember that 
this admission removes every pos- 
sible hope of your being saved by 
your doings. One sin is sufficient 
to condemn you, and you know 
that you have committed thou- 
sands. What, then, is the use of 
such suppositions as, “If a man 
does the best he can?” when God 
has declared that none has ever 
done so. “All we, like sheep, have 
gone astray” (Isa. 53: 6); “They 
are all gone aside, they are all to- 
gether become filthy: there is 
none that doeth good, no, not one” 
(Psalm 14: 3). Unsaved reader, 


CHRISTMAS CARDS 


21 Religious Cards, boxed. ... .$1.00 
21 Glitter Bright Cards, boxed.$1.00 
40 Assorted Cards, boxed..... $1.00 
21 Relation Gards, boxed..... st 
{2 Humorous Cards, boxed.. 60 


50c and $1.00 cards in oift cae 
Don't be disappointed—order now. 
Agents—hurry! Send $1.00 for your 
special Display Cabinet. 


Warters Card Shop 


505 East Trade St. 
Charlotte 2, N. C. 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
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the “‘best” that you can do is to 
admit that you are ruined, help- 
less, and undone. If from this day 
until the day of your death you 
did not commit a single sin you 
could not be saved on that ground, 
for sinners are not saved through 
what they do, but by virtue of 
what Christ has done for them. 
“To him that worketh not, but be- 
lieveth on Him that justifieth the 
ungodly, his faith is counted for 
righteousness” (Rom. 4: 5). Cease 
working for salvation and accept 
God's free gift through believing 
on Christ. 


“You Don’t Believe in Good 
Works”’ 


Some, on being shown that ‘sal- 
vation is all of grace, and “not of 
works,” reply, ‘‘You don’t believe 
in good works.” This is a great 
mistake. What the Word of God 
shows us is that an unconverted 
man cannot do a good work, as a 
“good work’? must spring from a 
right motive, and that must be 
love to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The moment a person is saved, 
that very moment everything he 
does ought to be done to the glory 
of God. No sooner do we read of 
the jailer’s conversion than we see 
him proving his faith by his 
works. “He took them the same 
hour of the night and washed 
their stripes’ (Acts 16: 33). Next 
we find him seeking to show his 
love by obedience to Him who had 
said, “He that hath my command- 
ments, and keepeth them, he it is 
that loveth me” (John 14: 21). 

God’s Word makes it absolutely 
clear that without faith it is im- 
possible to please. Him (Heb. 11: 


6), and so long as you are un- 


saved, you are utterly unable to 
do a single “good work.’ Believe 
in God’s wondrous love to you, 
and you won't be able to keep 
from working .for Him in return 
for the mighty work He has done 
for you. 
“It Is So Difficult to Be 
a Christian” 

Do you mean that it is difficult 

to become a Christian. If, so, you 


WITNESSING 


“Among His Kinsmen on Kinsman Rd.” 


The Cleveland Hebrew 


Mission, Inc. 

11609-11 Kinsman Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

| Gerald V. Smeliser... . Supt. 


are completely mistaken. “I have 
again and again tried to become 
one, and have failed.” You have 
not taken God’s way of salvation, 
or you would now be rejoicing in 
the knowledge of sins forgiven. 
Cease trying to be saved by your 
efforts; Christ has finished the 
mighty work of atonement, and 
justice is satisfied. There is noth- 
ing meritorious to do, and all that 
is required of you is to “believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ’ and be 
saved for eternity. 

“I meant that it was difficult 
to live the life of a Christian.” 


Granted at once. Let me, however, 


ask, whether is it- easier to serve 
Satan or Christ? Which is the bet- 
ter master? Who gives the best 
wages? In himself the Christian 
is weak and helpless; but He who 
saved has promised to keep him, 
and has declared, “I will never 
leave thee nor forsake thee.” It 
is far easier to serve the Lord 
Jesus than Satan. In serving Sa- 
tan, you have to turn your back 
on your best friend, despise or ne- 
glect His great salvation, resist 
His Holy. Spirit, trample under 
your feet the Son of God’s love, 
and rush headlong to eternal ruin. 
Why perish for ever, when you can 
be saved NOW? (2 Cor. 6: 2, 3) 


“I Cannot Give Up the Pleasures 
of the World” 


You are not asked to “give up” 
anything until you are saved. Sak 
vation, it is true, includes deliver- 
ance from the thralldom and do- 
minion of sin, as well as from its 
penalty. God does not, however, 
say to the unsaved, ‘“‘Give up the 
pleasures and amusements of the 
world, AND I will bestow on you 
pardon and peace.” His way is: 
Receive Christ now ‘into your 
heart by faith, and you will be 
saved from the power as well as 
the doom of: sin. 

A lady in conversation with a 
Christian Said, ‘‘God won't save 
me now.” “Why?” “I have made 
up my mind to go to a. ball on 
Tuesday evening, and He won't 
save me until I am willing to give 
it up.” She was shown that “now” 
was God's time, and that He was 
beseeching her to accept of a free 
and present pardon—as she was 
and where she was. The Word was 
blessed to her soul, and she had 
no desire to attend the ball on 
the Tuesday, as she now had some- 
thing better. 

Now, as you read these lines, 
“receive” Christ. by simple faith, 


stand, All prices prepaid. 
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and you will gladly “give up” 
whatever displeases Him. 


' “I Don’t Wish to Be Gloomy” 


Numbers imagine that a Chris- 
tian is one who goes through life 
hanging his head, heaving sighs, 
drawing a long face, and looking 
very sanctimonious. This is one 
of the biggest, and, we fear, one 
of the most widely believed lies 
of the arch enemy.of man. 

Real, lasting happiness is the 
portion of every believer. 
“Gloomy!’’ What is there in the 
gospel calculated to make one 
gloomy? Does it make _ one 
“gloomy” to know that all his sins 
are forgiven? Will it make one 
“gloomy”. to be assured that he 
is going to spend eternity with the 
Lord Jesus in glory? Will the con- 
demned criminal who has been 
pardoned by his sovereign feel sad ? 
“"Tis Jesus only that can give 

Sweetest pleasure while we live; 
"Tis Jesus only can supply 

Solid comfort should we die.” 
The only one who has. a right to 
be happy is the Christian—he and 
he alone being delivered from the 
bondage of sin, death, and judg- 
ment. Well might the Psalmist 
say, “Happy is that people whose 
God is the Lord” (Psalm 144: 15); 
“In thy presence is fulness of 
joy; at thy right hand there are 
pleasures for evermore” (Psalm 
16: 11). 

“So Many Hypocrites” 

And is this your excuse for not 
accepting the invitation to the 
gospel feast? If so it is a very 
poor one. You Know some who 
say that they are Christians, but 
their conduct proves that they 
are hypocrites. Though religious 
professors do things which you and 
others would not stoop to, you are 
inclined to say of all who profess 
to be Christians, ‘‘Nice lot! A pack 
of hypocrites!’ This surely would 
be very unfair reasoning. Hyp- 
ocrites are persons who profess to 
be what they know they are not. 
Those to whom you refer, profess 
to be, but are not Christians. Are 
we to conclude because of this that 
all professing Christians are hypo- 
erites? This would be as foolish as 
to say that all clerks are thieves 
because several have been convict- 
ed of stealing. 

The fact that some pretend to 
be Christians who are not, proves 
that Christianity must be good, 
as men don’t counterfeit that 
which is worthless. Suppose, how- 
ever, that some real Christians 
are inconsistent, will that justify 
you in not being one? Peter surely 
could not have been justified in 
denying the Lord because Judas 
was a hypocrite. 

“So Many Different Opinions” 

“IT really don’t know what to 
do. There are so many opinions 


that I am quite perplexed to know | 


what to believe.” If that is so, let 
me strongly impress upon you the 
importance of being guided en- 
tirely by the Word of God. There 
is only one way of salvation, and 
it is very clearly unfolded in the 
Bible. 

A lady dying of consumption 
was anxious about her soul. She 
had asked many persons their 
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It Must Be Good! Over 500 New Members in 
September! Sword Book Club Very 
Popular and Growing Fast! 


’ Evangelist Robert J. 


In checking over the records 
of the progress of the SWORD 
BOOK CLUB for the month of 
September we were made glad by 
the large number of new members 
added to the membership rolls. 
There were 524 people who de- 
cided to take advantage of the 
many benefits offered to members. 
This is a fine record and one that 
will no doubt be repeated during 
the month of October, according 
to present indications. God is 
blessing this work and using it in 
a wonderful way. 


Testimonials Coming in Constantly 

It is a source of encouragement 
and inspiration to us when we re- 
ceive letters from members from 
every section of the country ex- 
pressing ‘their unqualified approval 
of the ministry of the SWORD 
BOOK CLUB. Here are a few 
more samples: 

“This Club is a great help to 
us folk who love to read the best 
but have small incomes. You are 
doing a very real service for the 
Kingdom.” 

Miss K. M. F., 
Mansfield, Mass. 


“Growing in Grace Through 
Reading Them”’ . 
“I am enjoying your, wonderful 
books and growing in_- grace 
through reading them. I am in 
hopes my three children will enjoy 
having them when I go to be with 
my Saviour. I wish I might buy 
two each month—one for myself 
and one for our church library. 
Churches should join ygur club 

for this reason.” 

Mrs. H. C., 

Robbinsdale, Minn. 


Lends Them to Friends 
“Received the two books you 
sent me last. Thank you very 
much. I like them. I read them, 
then lend them to friends who en- 
joy them, too.” 
Miss L. S., St. Louis, Mo. 


‘ 


“Your book received yesterday 
and am assured I shall enjoy it 
very much. Have longed to own 
it and also to read it; it will have 
a place in my mission library. 

“Am so glad to know there is 
a Christian book club of the 
month that presents to us the 
true witness of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. May the 
Lord bless your work and use you 
as a blessing.” 

Mr. R.G.D., Dexter, Maine 


Developed a Lending Library 

for S. 8S. Class 
“Received my first books from 
SWORD BOOK CLUB and am 
very happy with them. I am a 


Wells, Associate Editor 


Sunday School teacher of seven- 
teen and eighteen year old girls 
and plan to develop a ‘Lending 


Library’. 
Mrs. F. E., Kansas City, Mo, 


“I enjoy the reading of your 
bocks so. It is a real blessing to 
me. I am a shut-in.” 

Mrs. G.H., Waukegan, Illinois 


“Praise God for Your Forward 
Look” | 


“Thank you sincerely for a won- , 


derful selection of books. I do 
rejoice that there is such an offer 
to the people of our time of good, 
Christ-honoring books. Praise God 


|for your forward look in this line. 


May God richly bless and prosper 
your ministry.” 
Mrs., H.P.P., 
Snohomish, Washington 


“I want you to know that I’m 
receiving great joy. in reading 
your selections, as well as The 
Sword of the Lord magazine.” 

Mr. D. U., 
McCord Field, Wash. 


Why Not Follow These Good 
Examples? 


If you want to enjoy the very 
best Christian books each month, 
why not follow the example set 
by these satisfied members and 
join the SWORD BOOK CLUB 
right away? America’s outstand- 
ing Christian leaders select the 
very best, sound, Christian books 
each month for the benefit of our 
members. These books are made 
available at regular retail cost 
without any extra charges for spe- 
cial service, wrapping, mailing, in- 
voicing and providing monthly in- 
formation concerning forthcoming 
selections and other really worth- 
while Christian books. It is..worth 
a great deal to have the expres- 
sions of the distinguished men who 
comprise our Board of Judges con- 
cerning these great books. Besides 
all this. we offer a free copy of 
a current best-seller to all.. new 
members and a free, valuable, 
best-seller as a special dividend 
for every fourth monthly selection 
purchased from the Club. 

You Can’t Go Wrong 

If you appreciate good books, 
if you read good books, if you 
want to build a library of the very 
best in Christian literature, you 
can’t go wrong by joining what 
So many people are now calling 
“The Best Christian Book. Club 
in America.” Use a membership 
application blank frem a recent 
issue of The Sword of the Lord 
and make sure of getting these 
choice, outstanding Christian books 
from month to month! ~ 


“views” of salvation, and had re- 
ceived different replies. One told 
her to “pray,” another to “work,” 
and so on. A Christian visited her, 
and the anxious inquirer earnestly 
asked, “What are your ‘views’ of 
salvation?” “I have no _ views,” 
was the reply. The lady was 
amazed, “You seem astonished,” 
said the visitor, “but supposing I 
had, what good would they do, 
seeing they would be but the 
views of a fellow mortal? I can, 
however, give you something bet- 
ter. I can give you GOD'S 
VIEWS.” The result of the con- 
versation was that the lady shortly 
afterwards found peace to her 
soul by learning that the ques- 
tion, “What must I do to be 
saved?” was answered thus: “Be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved” (Acts 
16: 30, 31). 
“It Does Not Matter What One 
Believes if He Is Sincere” 
This is what many of the “mock 
charity school’ say; but let.us see 
if it is true. A man feeling unwell 
went to the cupboard, took by mis- 
take a bottle of poison, drank 


some of the contents, and died in 
great agony an hour afterwards. 
Did his sincerity of belief save 
his life? The driver of a passen- 
ger train sincerely believed that 
the line was clear, but he was 
mistaken, and ran past the signal 
at full speed. The result was a 
dreadful collision, precious lives 
were iost, and numbers were ser- 
iously injured. | 

A man’s salvation or. damna- 
tion depends on his belief. If he 
believes the lie of Satan, he will 
eternally perish; but if he believes 


the truth of God, he will be eter- — 


nally saved. “There is a way which 
seemeth right unto a man, but the 
end thereof are the ways of death” 
(Prov. 14: 12).-Sincerity of belief 
in that way ends in everlasting 
destruction. God plainly declares, 
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“He that believeth on the Son 
hath everlasting life’ @ohn 3: 
16); “ALL THAT BELIEVE are 
justified from all things” (Acts 
13: 38, 39). “He that believeth not 
the Son shall not see life, but the 
wrath of God abideth on him” 
(John 3: 36). 


“A Living Saviour for You” 


If you are not yet saved, even 
now you are a condemned sinner 
hurrying to an eternity of misery 
with the wrath of the Almighty 
resting upon you. “He that be- 
lieveth not is condernned already’”’ 
(John 3:18). It matters not what 
you are—high or low, rich or poor, 
educated or illiterate, religious or 
immoral—unless you are “born 
again,’ unless you become a new 
creature in Christ Jesus, you can- 
not see the Kingdom of God. “Ye 
must be born again” (John 3:7) is 
the definite statement of Scrip- 
ture. 

If, however, you have been led 
to see your peril and are asking 
the question, “Is there salvation 
for me?” I can assure you, .on 
the authority of God who cannot 
lie, that you may be saved as you 
read these lines; for He has said, 
“Come; for all things are now 
ready” (Luke 14:17); “Now is 
the accepted time; behold now is 
the day of salvation” (2 Cor. 6:2); 
“Look unto me, and be ye saved, 
all the ends of the earth; for I 
am God and there is none else.” 
(Isa. 45:22). 

“God loved the world of sinners 
lost 
And ruined by the fall; 
Salvation full at highest cost 
He offers free to all.” 


“Do You Know That You Are 
Lost ?”’ 


The Philippian jailer knew that 
he was lost, else he would not 
have asked the all-important ques- 
tion: “What must I do to be 
saved?” (Acts 16:30). 


Have you ever really seen your- 
self to be a lost sinner? Do you 
say, “Of course we are all sin- 
ners?” That is very true; but 
some are sinners saved by grace, 
journeying to Heaven, whilst 
others: are lost sinners, hastening 
as fast as time can carry them 
to unendiyig misery. 

The great question Is, are you 
saved or‘lost? Face the question 
fairly. Were you called to meet 
God ‘at this moment, are you pre- 
pared? ‘“Thou art of purer éyes 


_ than to behold evil, and canst not 


look’ on ‘iniquity’ (Hab. 1:13). 
“Righteousness and judgment are 
the habitation of His throne” 
(Psalm 97:2). If unsaved _ un- 
converted, unforgiven, ponder the 
Word of the living God: “The soul 
that sinneth, it shall die” (Ezek. 
18:4); “The wicked shall be turned 
into Hell, and all the nations that 
forget God” (Psalm 9:17). If you 
know that you are lost, there is 
one both able and willing to save 
you. His mission to this world 
was to “seek and to save that 
which was lost” (Luke 19:10). 
Take the lost sinner’s place, claim 
the lost sinner’s Saviour, and sal- 
vation will be yours. 


“The Ground of Salvation” 


God is holy and just; and though 
merciful and gracious, will by no 
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means clear the guilty” (Exod. 
34:7). In His Word He has said, 
“The soul that sinneth, it shall 
die” (Ezek. 18:4): “The wages of 
Sin is death’”’ (Rom. 6:23). How, 
then can anyone be saved, for “all 
have sinned,” and all deserve sin’s 
wages. 

The Scripture has declared, 
“Without shedding of blood is no 
remission” (Heb. 9:22). Sin must 
be atoned for! Must all eternally 
perish? Is there no_ possibility 
of escape? A voice is heard from 
the throne of God, “Deliver him 
from going down to the pit” (Job 
33:24). Justice asks, “On what 
ground?” “I have found a ran- 
som.” What was the ransom pro- 
vided by God for the redemption 
of sinners? “Jesus gave himself 
a ransom for all” (1 Tim. 2:6). 
The ransom price has been paid 
and accepted. Justice is satisfied, 
not with what you have done, but 
with what Christ did for you. On 
the ground of His finished work 
God invites, and beseeches you to 
accept a free, full, present and 
perfect salvation. “As though God 
did beseech you by us: we pray 
you in Christ’s stead, be ye recon- 
ciled to God” (2 Cor. 5:20). 


“How to Be Saved” 


It is a wonder that any are un- 
saved when God has shown so 
clearly and fully in His Word how 
salvation is to be obtained. 

Numbers, instead of being guided 
by what God’s Book says, go by 
what Mr. So-and-so thinks; thus 
they are ignorant of the way of 
salvation. 

If you wish to ‘be saved, hear 
what God says to you in the fol- 
lowing Scriptures: “For God so 
loved the world, that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life’ (John 
3:16). “All that believe are justi- 
fied from all things” (Acts 13:39). 
“Whosoever believeth in Him shall 
receive remission of sins’ (Acts 
10:43). “He that believeth on 
Him is not condemned” (John 
3:18). The first-born in the blood- 
sprinkled house in Egypt was pre- 
served from the destroying angel 
because God had said, ‘When I 
see the blood, I will pass over you” 
(Exod. 12:13). Salvation can only 
be had by faith in Christ. 
“Salvation without money, Salva- 

tion without price, 

Salvation without labour, believ- 

ing doth suffice; 

Salvation now this moment, then 
why, oh! why delay? 
You may not see tomorrow; 

is salvation’s day.” 
“Far Too Easy a Way” 

Many are stumbled at the sim- 
plicity of the gospel. When it is 
presented to them in all its full- 
ness and freeness, they declare 
that believing on the Lord Jesus 
Christ is “faf too easy” a way, 
and refuse to accept it. 

Thank God, it is an “easy” way 
of being saved. Well might the 
poet Cowper sing: 
“Oh! how. unlike 

works of man, 
Heaven’s EASY, artless unencum- 


now 


the complex 


bered plan.” 
Though an “easy” way, it is not 
“tog easy,” since it is obtained 


through believing in another by 
whom the difficult work has all 
been done—the Lord Jesus Christ. 
It was not “easy” for Him to be 
mocked and insulted by men. It 
was not “easy” for Him to be 
scourged, spat upon, and crucified. 
It was not “easy” in the moment 
of His humiliation and agony to 
be forsaken by God. It was not 
“easy” for Him to be “wounded 
for our transgressions and bruised 
for our iniquities” (Isa. 53:5) 
Though an easy way, it is God’s 
only way of saving sinners, and 
if you are not saved in that way, 
for the 
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you will never be saved at all. “To 
him that worketh not, but believ- 
eth on Him that justifieth the un- 
godly, his faith is counted for 
righteousness” (Rom. 4:5). 

“I Always Believed on Jesus, and 

Yet I Cannot Say That I 
Am Saved” 

Depénd upon it, if this is what 
you say, or think, you are com- 
pletely mistaken. No one has al- 
ways believed on Jesus. You. may 
have believed a great deal about 
the Lord Jesus, but you have never 
really believed in Him. You have 
never received His glorious gospel 
or you would be saved. What 
about the Lord Jesus do you be- 
lieve? “I believe that He died on 
Calvary for sinners.” Believing 
that won't do you any good. Do 
you believe that He bled, and suf- 
fered, and died on account of your 
sins? If you did, you would see 
that there was no reason why you 
should be afraid of meeting God. If 
you did, you would know from the 
Word that you have eternal life, 
and would not come into judgment 
on account of your sins. No one 
can believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ without being saved, for He 
has declared: ‘Whosoever believ- 
eth in Him shall receive remission 


of sins” (Acts 10:43); “All that 
believe are justified from all 
things” (Acts 13:38, 39); “He that 


believeth on me hath everlasting 
life” (John -6:47). Therefore, if 
you really believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, God says that you 
ARE saved. 


“I Don’t Believe in the Right 
Way” 

If you are not already saved, 
you don’t believe on Christ in any 
way. Scripture does not recognize 
two ways of believing—a “right’’ 
and a “wrong” one. Men may 
speak: about a “living faith’ and 
a “dead faith” a “saving faith” 
and an “intellectual faith,” but 
Scripture speaks of believing what 
God says. Faith in man and faith 
in God are the same exercises of 
mind; the difference is not in the 
faith, but in the person on whom 
the faith terminates. Those who 
are lost perish through ‘believing 
the devil’s lie, and those who are 
saved are delivered through be- 
lieving God’s truth. “The devils 
believe and tremble,’ because they 
are doomed to eternal despair; and 
the saints believe and rejoice with 
joy unspeakable, because they are 
destined to spend eternity in hap- 
piest fellowship with the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

Paul did not say to the jailer, 
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 
with the right kind of believing, 
and thou shalt be saved.” If he 
had, the jailer, in his ignorance, 
would not have understood him. 
Paul said to him, ‘“‘Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts 16:31). 
Do the same “and thou shalt be 
saved.” Don’t think about your 
believing, but about Christ, the ob- 
ject of faith. 


“Must We Not Work Out Our 
Own Salvation?” 


Such a question is often asked 
by the anxious as well as by care- 
less sinners. Sometimes it is put 
in this form: “Does it not say in 
the Bible that we are to work out 
our own salvation? How, then, 
can you reconcile that with the 
statement that we have only to 
believe in order to be saved?” 

When you ask, ‘‘Does it not say 
we are to work out our own sal- 
vation?’”’ whom do you mean? Do 
you mean every person—saved and 
unsaved? If so, you have only 
to look at the epistle and see to 
whom it is addressed. Philippians 
1:1: “To all the saints in Christ 
Jesus at Philippi, with the bishops 
and deacons.” They were already 
saved. They did not hope to be, 
they knew they were saved. “My 
beloved,’ says Paul,” . work 
out your own salvation” (Phil. 
2:12, 13). They were already in 
possession of it. “Your own” im- 
plies possession. They were to 
“work out” what God had wrought 
in. This passage certainly has no 
reference to the unsaved. ..The un- 
saved are “dead in trespasses and 
sins,” and therefore cannot work 


out their salvation. Besides, Scrip- 


ture declares: “By grace are ye 
saved, . not of works, lest any 
man should boast”’ (Eph. 2:8, 9). 


“Must I Not Pray to Be Saved?” 


Scripture nowhere states that 
Salvation is to be had by prayer;. 
it speaks of sinners being saved 
only in one way—through simple 
faith in the finished work of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Did the Lord 
Jesus tell Nicodemus to “pray and 
be saved’? No. “Whosoever be- 
lieveth in Him should not perish’’ 
(John 3: 14, 15). Did Paul, in an- 
swer to the question, “What must 
I do to be saved?” reply, “Pray 
earnestly for forgiveness and you 
will get it?” No, it was, “Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
Shalt be saved” (Acts 16:31). You 
do not need to pray to God for 


beseeching you to take it (2 Cor. 
2:20). Besides Scripture: says: 
“Without faith it is impossible to 
please Him” (Heb. 11:6), and an 
unconverted man has not faith in 
Christ. Faithless prayers are un- 
acceptable to God. Why not put 
your name in the “whosoever” of 
John 3: 16, and obtain the bless- 
ings. mentioned in the Scriptures ? 

Instead of continuing to pray 
for salvation, even now as you 
read these lines, stretch out the 
empty hand of faith and take it 


salvation; He is at this moment} 


as a gift from the pierced hand 
of the Lord Jesus. “The gift of 
God is eternal life’ (Rom. 6:23). 
“Whosoever will, let him take the 

water of life freely” (Rev. 22: 17). 
| This gift of God is for YOU. Will 
| you take it now? 


“If I Do My Part, God Will 
Do His’”’ 


A Christian in the East of Eng- 
land used to say it took him forty- 
two years to learn three things: 
(1) That he could do nothing to 
save. himself; (2) that God did not 
require him to do anything; and 
(3) that Christ did it all. 

If you learn these three lessons, 
you will never talk about -your 
doings. Your “part” is to admit 
that you are lost and. helpless, un- 
a'.le to do anything to save your- 
self. Your “part” is to cease 
thinking of being saved by any- 
thing you can do or feel. Your 
“nart” is to believe that Jesus did 
everything that was necessary— 
that He finished the work of 
atonement and paid the ransom 
price with His precious blood. As 
soon as you cease trying to be 
saved by your doings, and believe 
on the Lord Jesus, who did it all 
and paid it all, you become a son 
of God, an heir of glory, and a 
joint heir with Jesus Christ. “To 
him that worketh not, but behev- 
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eth on Him that justifieth the un- 
godly, his faith is counted for 
righteousness” (Rom. 4:5). 
“It is finished, yes, indeed, 
Finished every jot; 
Sinner, this is all you need; 
Tell me, is it not?” 

If God is satisfied with Christ’s 
finished work, surely you ought to 
be satisfied with that which satis- 
fies Him. 

“I Am Too Great a Sinner” 

Some who say this really sup- 
pose they are too wicked to be 
forgiven; but in many cases it is 
only said in mock humility as an 
excuse for continuance in sin. 
There can be no doubt that you 
are a great sinner, and far worse 
than you imagine. “You have no 
idea how wicked I am.” I don’t 
know, and what is more, I don’t 
wish to know; but this I am cer- 
tain of, that God knows all about 
you. Since you were an uncon- 
scious babe on your mother’s 
breast, He has watched over you, 
and loved you with more than a 
mother’s fond and tender love. In 
spite of your sin and folly, He 
stands with outstretched arms 
ready to receive you. The prodi- 
gal son was received by his father 
in his rags and wretchedness, mis- 
ery and poverty, and God is willing 
to save you now. Take ‘the lost 
sinner’s place and claim the lost 
Sinner’s Saviour. ‘‘Him that com- 
eth to me I will in no wise cast 
out” (John 6:37). Though a 
“great sinner,’ you are not be- 
yond the reach of His pardoning 
mercy, and even now you may re- 
ceive the full and free forgiveness 
of all your sins by simply believing 
on Him who died for you (John 
6:47). “The Son of man is come 
to seek and to save that which 
was lost”. (Luke 19:10). 

“No One Can Be Certain of That” 

Paul’s .reply to the most im- 
portant of all questions was very 
distinct: “Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved.” He did not say, “Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you 
will have a good chante of being 
saved;” but, “Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved” (Acts 16:31). How won- 
drously . simple! 

Numbers declare it is 
presumption” in any one to “go 
the length” of ye he knows 
that he is saved. ey affirm that 
‘no one can be certain,” and that 
all we can do is to have a “humble 
hope.” How different this is from 
the teaching of the Lord Jesus 
Christ and His apostles! Paul says, 
“We are always confident” (2 Cor. 
2:6). The Apostle John says, “I 
write unto you, little children, be- 
cause your sins are forgiven you 
for His Name’s sake” (1 John 
2:12). “We know that we have 
passed from death unto life” (1 
John 3:14). Every one who be- 
lieves on the Lord Jesus is bound 
to believe that he is saved. It 
would indeed be “great presump- 
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tion” in any one to doubt the word 
of the living God. “He that be- 
lieveth not God hath made Him 
a liar” (1 John 5: 10, 11), but he 
who believes Him has the divine 
and unfailing profnise: “Thou shalt 
be saved.” 

“Can a Man Be Saved at Once?” 

The same hour of the night that 
the jailer asked, “What must I do 
to be saved?” witnessed his con- 
version and baptism, and it is like- 
wise added, he ‘‘rejoiced, believing 
in God, with all his house.” In one 
short hour® the whole household 
believed, were saved, were bap- 
tized, and were rejoicing in sal- 
vation. 

It is of no use saying that “no 
one can be saved at once,” for 
Scripture clearly shows that those 
mentioned in the New Testament 
as soon as they believed were 
saved. Some have supposed that 
conversion is a gradual process, 
requiring much time and -earnest 
prayer. How long does it take you 
to believe what your father says? 
A moment of time is sufficient. 

Another figure is employed— 
“looking.” “Look unto me, and 
be ye saved” (Isaiah 45:22). How 
long did it take a bitten Israelite 
to be cured? The one moment he 
was dying; the next, by simply 
looking at the brazen serpent, he 
was completely healed (Numbers 
21:9; John 3: 14, 15). 

The very moment you believe in, 
or look to Jesus, as the one who 
bled and suffered for you, you are 
pardoned and saved. 

“There is life in a look at the 
Crucified One, 
There is life at this moment 
for thee. 
Then look, sinner, look. unto Him 
and be saved— 
Unto Him who was nailed to 
the tree.” 
“I Have Not Repented Enough” 

What do you mean? “I am not 
sorry enough for my sins.” - And 
if you were very sorry, would God 
be more willing to save you than 
He is now? “I think so.” Then 
you are completely mistaken. 

“But does it not say unless we 
repent we shall perish?” Yes: 
but what do you think is the 
meaning of “repentance” in Scrip- 
ture? “Sorrow for sin.” Here you 
are wrong. It does not Mean Ssor- 
row for Sin; it means a change 
of mind (see Matthew 21:29). This 
change will doubtless produce sor- 
row; but sorrow and repentance 
are two very different things (see 
Hebrews 12:17, margin; II Corin- 
thians 7:9). When God calls on 
you to “repent, and believe the 
Gospel,” He wishes you to lay 
aside your wrong thoughts, and 
believe the glad tidings that He 
proclaims to you. Formerly you 
may have imagined that you were 
required to feel very sorry before 
being saved. Change your mind. 
You may have supposed that you 
must first “feel” some great change, 
and then you would know you 
were saved. Change your mind, 
First believe in God’s great love 
to you, as revealed in His gospel, 
and you will know that you have 
eternal life (John 5:24). 

“I Cannot Love God” 

A lady became anxious about 
her soul, She earnestly sought to 
“love God” in order to obtain the 
forgiveness of her. sins, but her 
heart seemed to get harder and 
harder. Meetings were being held 
in the district, and one evening 
the preacher said: “Some imagine 
that God requires people to love 
Him in order to be saved. They 
begin to examine their hearts, and 
they cannot find one particle of 
love in them to God. “Tf,” said he, 
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“we were not to be saved till we 
loved Him, we~would never be 
saved at all; but the blessed truth 
is, He loves us.” “Herein is love, 
not that we loved God, but that 
He loved us, and sent His Son to 
be the propitiation for our sins” 
(I John 4:10). The moment she 
saw that God so loved her as to 
give Christ to die for all her crim- 
son sins, peace and joy filled her 
heart, and she could not help lov- 
ing Him for all He had done for 
her. “He that loveth not knoweth 
not God, for God is love” (1 John 
4:8). 

Have you been trying to love 
God in order to be saved? If so, 
give it up. It is true you ought 
to love God, but so long as you 
are unsaved you cannot. Get to 


know His love to you, and you 


will be able to say with gratitude 
in your heart, “We love Him, be- 
cause He first loved us” (1 John 
4:19). . 

“I Don’t Feel Anxious Enough” 

Numbers when awakened to see 
their guilt and danger become oc- 
cupied with their feelings, instead 
of with God’s feeling towards 
them. They never seem to ask 
themselves the question: ‘Wheth- 
er does my Salvation depend 
on how I feel toward God, or on 
how He feels toward me?” Again 
and again we hear the remark, “I 
don’t feel anxious enough,” or “I 
don’t feel sorry enough.” Such 
have read, or heard of some who 
were in great darkness of soul, 
and they imagine that they must 
go through a similar experience. 
They are very unlike the woman 
who, when asked how she got 
through the “Slough of Despond” 
(mentioned in Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s 
Progress), replied, “I did not go 
that road at all; I went straight 
to the Cross.” 

Don’t think of your anxiety, or 
lack of anxiety, but ask yourself: 
“Is God willing to save me now?” 
Again and again in His word he 
declares that His desire is that 
you should not perish, but be eter- 
nally saved (see Ezek. 33:11; 
I Tim. 2:4-6). Cease occupying 
your mind with your feelings. 
Think of His wondrous love to you 
as manifested in the gift of His 
only-begotten and _ well-beloved 
son. On the ground of what He 
did and suffered you can be saved 
even now as you read these lines 
(2 Cor. 6:2, 3). 

‘J Could Not Hold On” 


This is what many a one says./ 


In fact, it is a very common diffi- 
culty with those who are exercised 
about their soul’s welfare. 

“T have often tried to be a 
Christian, but have failed. Some- 
times I thought I was one, but the 
happy feelings vanished, and I 
was just as bad as ever, so there 
is’ no use in me professing,’ say 
some. Don’t you be troubled about 
your “holding on.” What you are 
now required to do is to believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
moment you do so you obtain 
eternal life (John 3:36), and the 
assurance that you will never per- 
ish (John 10:28). Then, as to how 
you will “get on” after you are 
saved, the. same Christ who saves 
from wrath to begin with, saves 
from sin to go on with, and will 
keep you safe to glory to end with. 
“His Name shall be called Jesus: 
for He shall save His people from 
their sins” (Matt. 1:21); and He 
“is able to keep you from falling” 
(Jude 24), and has promised never 
to leave or to forsake those who 
put their trust in Him. The mo- 
ment you believe on Christ you are 
His; and He has pledged His word 
to guide, guard, and keep you, and 
to give you strength and grace 
to live and work for Him. 


“Would It Not Be Great 
Presumption ?” 

Presumption to do what? “Pre- 
sumption in anyone to say that he 
knows he is saved.” But if God 
declares you may be sure, and tells. 
you how you may be sure, would 
you call it “presumption” to be- 
lieve Him? “Assuredly not.” Then 
listen to Him: “These things have 
I written unto you that believe on 
the Name of the Son of God, that 
ye may know that ye have eternal 
life” (I John 5:13). Instead of it 


being “presumption” to believe 
what God says, to doubt Him is to 
be guilty of the greatest sin that 
anyone can commit. 

“But I cannot say that I am 
saved.” Then you do not believe 
in the Lord Jesus Christ? “Oh, 
yes, I do!” You must surely be 
mistaken; for the Scripture states 
that “He that believeth on the 
Son hath everlasting life’ (John 
3:36); and if you are not saved, 
it is because you do not believe 
on Him. 

“I believe on Christ, but I can- 
not say I am saved.” Then you 
are making God a tiar; for He 
again and again asserts that every 
one who believes on Christ has 
eternal life (John 6:47). On the 
other hand ponder the solemn 
words: “He that believeth not God 
hath made Him a liar, because 
he believeth not the record that 
God gave of His Son” (1 John 5: 
10,11). Believe and be saved. 

“I Don’t Feel Any Change” 

Of course not. How could you, 
so long as your mind is occupied 
with your feelings toward God, in- 
stead of with His feelings toward 
you, if you continue to look into 
your cold, wretched heart, you will 
become more and more miserable. 
By dwelling on its coldness, or 
hardness, your want of love or want 
of sorrow, faith or feelings, you 


will be unhappy. Peace is not to 
be derived from looking , within; 
it is only to be found by locking 
unto Jesus, by thinking. of His 
great love to us in what He has 


done and suffered for us, and not 


by anything that we have done or 

suffered for Him. 

“Look to Jesus, weary one, look 
and live: 

Look at what the Lord has done, 

look and live! 

Though unworthy, vile, unclean, 

look and live: 

LOOK AWAY FROM SELF AND 

SIN, look and live!” 

‘So long as you do not believe on 
Christ, you cannot have any love 
to Him. You must first believe 
in His love and death for you; and 
the moment you know that the 
mighty work of atonement has 
been accomplished that justice 
has been satisfied, you will obtain 
peace with God, and love will flow 
out and over to Him who loved 
you, and gave Himself for you. 
“How Am I to Come to Christ?” 

A Scottish shepherd, in a state 
of soul anxiety, asked a preacher 
if he could tell him what was 
meant by “coming to Christ.” “I 
have been hearing,” said he, “a 
most earnest discourse; we have 
been urged and entreated to ‘come 
to Christ’; I felt as if I had been 
sitting on nettles all the time, for. 
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he never told us how to come to 
‘Him. Can you tell me?” 


“Can you fly to Him?” inquired 
the preacher. “No, I cannot do 
that.” “Can you walk on your 
feet to Him?” “No.” The gos- 
peller told him that Christ though 
in Heaven, was beside him on 
earth, loving him with a deep, 
strong, and tender love, eagerly 
anxious to save him He was 
shown that with his mind and 
heart, and not with his body, he 
was to go to Jesus—in other 
words, he was to believe on Him 
who died that he might live. “Is 
that it? Is it so simple? I see 
it now,” said the seeking soul, and 
believing on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
as his Saviour, he went on his way 
rejoicing. 

Have you come to Christ? If 
not, come to Him now. Believe 
in His love and death for you, and 
you will know, on the authority 
of Him who cannot lie, that you 
are saved, have eternal life, and 
will never perish (John 5:24). 

“I Cannot Realize It” 

What do you mean? “I see that 
Christ died for me. I know that 
God is perfectly satisfied with 
what He has done; but, somehow 
or other, I cannot realize that I 
have everlasting life.” 

Your mistake is you are taken 
up with the realizings of your 
mind instead of with the realities 
of God’s salvation. Suppose for 
some crime you were sentenced 
to a term of imprisonment, with 
the option of paying a large pen- 
alty. A friend pays the amount in 
full, and. brings you a receipt; 
would you then fear being sent 
to jail? “No.” Why not? Because 
of your “realizings” or “grasp- 
ings?” “No.” Why would you not 
be afraid? “Because the ransom 
had been paid.” Would you be re- 
quired to “realize,” or “grasp,” or 
“lay. hold” of the money in your 
mind? “Certainly not.” 

God in His Word tells you that 
Christ has given Himself a ran- 
som for you (I Tim. 2:6), and on 
the ground of what He has done 
you may be saved. Do not think 
of your “realizings,”’ but believe in 


the reality of His death for you, 


and you will know that you are 
saved, and the possessor of eternal 
life. 
“I Cannot Feel Saved” 

Martin Luther, in one of his 
conflicts with the devil, was asked 
by the arch enemy if he felt his 
sins forgiven? “No,” said the great 
reformer, “I don’t feel that they 
are forgiven, but I know they are, 
because God says so in His Word.” 
Paul did not say, “Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt 
feel saved;” but, “Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt 
be saved;” (Acts 16:31). No one 
one can feel that his sins are for- 
given. Ask that man whose debt 
was paid by another, “Do you feel 
that your debt is paid?” “No,” is 
the reply, “I don’t feel that it is 
paid; I know from this receipt 
that it is paid, and I feel happy 
because I know it is paid.” So 
with you. You must first believe 
in God’s love to you as revealed at 
the Cross of Calvary, and then 
you will feel happy, because you 
will know that you are saved. 

A cheerful old Christian, on 


hearing persons speaking of their 


feelings, used to say, ‘Feelings! 
Feelings! ‘Don’t bother yourself 
about your feelings. I just stick to 
the old truth that Christ died for 
me, and He is my surety right on 
to eternity, and Ill stick to that 
like a limpet to the rock.” 

“Be my feelings what. they will, 

Jesus is my Saviour still.” 

“God Says I Am Saved, and It 

Must, Therefore, Be True” 

_ Such ‘were the words uttered by 
a young convert on the night he 
found peace. Can a truthfully 
adopt his language 

“I wish I com” Then there is 
nothing to hinder you from doing 


so now. Jesus jas died on Calvary. 


for you; He has “suffered for sins,: 
the just for the unjust,” and God 
has 
lieve -on Him have eternal life 
(John 5:24; 6:47). If, therefore, 
you really believe on Him who 
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bore the wrath and curse for you, 
you have God’s Word for it that 
you are saved. 


“I cannot feel I am_ saved.” 
Neither do I; but, thank God, I 
know it, simply because He says 
so in His Word, and I am confi- 
dent He always speaks the truth. 
Salvation is not obtained through 
our feelings, but through faith in 
what Christ did for us (I Cor. 
15:1-4). Jesus felt the weight of 
sin when He exclaimed, “My God, 
My God, why hast Thou forsaken 
me?” (Matt. 27:46). “Once in the 
end of the world hath (or ages) He 
appeared to put away sin by the 
‘sacrifice of Himself” (Heb. 9:26). 
Now, as you read these lines, be- 
lieve on Him who bore sin’s pen- 
alty, and with the young convert 
you will be able to say, “God says 
I am saved, and, therefore, it 
must be true.” 


“Time Enough Yet” 


Allow me to ask you in closing, 
Are you saved? “I intend to be, but 
there is no great hurry.” What! 
“No great hurry,” and the mes- 
senger of death at your very door! 
The man-slayer, with the avenger 
of blood on his track, fleeing into 
the city refuge did not think so. 
When asked why you despised His 
pardon and rejected or neglected 
His great salvation what. answer 
will you give? Don’t, Oh! don’t 
allow Satan to lull you to sleep 
in the cradle of a false security. 
Time is short, and eternity is at 
hand. Will you, can you, dare you 
remain one moment longer un- 
saved? “Now” is God’s time. ‘“To- 
morrow” may be too late. The 
dark thunder-cloud of God’s wrath 
may suddenly burst upon you, and 
if you remain in your present po- 
sition, the voice from Heaven may 
sound forth, “Thou fool, this night 
thy soul shall be required of thee” 
(Luke 12:20). What, then, would 
become of you? 


Don’t be perplexed about the 
future. He who saves sinners, has 
promised to “keep” them; and the 
moment you receive Christ into 
your heart by faith, He will grant 
you power to overcome sin, self, 
and Satan, and give you strength 
to live for Him who died for you. 
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PRAYER 


(Continued from page two) 


other and had forgotten the for- 
mality of thanking God. He might 
have thought, “. am thankful in 
my heart, but this is no time for 
the niceties of an orderly meal.” 
Or Paul might have though that 
he, a prisoner, was in poor posi- 
tion to be leading in a prayer of 
thanksgiving among the 275 
others, some of them officers, some 
soldiers, some passengers, and 
some prisoners like himself. But 
that did not deter Paul. God had 
provided the food. Paul wanted 
to eat it with a grateful heart. 
So there on the lurching ship 
Paul “took bread, and gave 
thanks to God in presence of 
them all.” Thanksgiving at meals 
was an unbreakable custom with 
Paul and grew out of a heart of 
gratitude to God for His never 
failing mercies. 


There is a special promise for 
those who give thanks to God for 
food. In I Timothy 4:1-5 we read: 

“Now the Spirit speaketh ex- 
pressly, that in the latter times 
some shall depart from the faith, 
giving heed to seducing spirits 
and doctrines of devils; Speaking 
lies in hypocrisy; having their 
conscience seared with a hot iron; 
Forbidding to marry, and com- 
manding to ‘abstain from meats, 
which God hath created to be re- 
ceived with thanksgiving of them 
which believe and know the truth. 
For every creature of God is 
good, and nothing to be refused, 
if it be received with thanksgiv- 
ing: For it is sanctified by the 
Word of God and prayer.” 

Several facts about thanksgiv- 
ing for food are~stated in this 
Scripture. (1) God created meat 
“to be received with thanksgiving 
of them which believe and know 
the truth.” It is a fundamental 
plan of God who made food that 
it should be received with thanks- 
giving by all those who know 
God. (2) Any kind of meat is 
good for food, whether pork which 
Jews refused under the cere- 
monial law or the beef and lamb 
which they accepted. The impor- 
tant thing is not whether it is 
beef or pork but whether one 
thanks God for it. There are now 
no ceremonia! restrictions on the 
kind of food people eat, just so 
they thank God for it. (3) The 
food itself is blessed by the Word 
of God and prayer. 


I believe that the family in 
which the people always thank 
God for food, in which the chil- 
dren are taught to be reverent 
and grateful, and in which Scrip- 
ture is used in family worship 
ought to expect better health 
than families which do not so 
thank God. God has sanctified 
the food in such a home. If it be 
received with thanksgiving it 
will be blessed to better health 
and to more enjoyment by the 
kindly, loving God who gave it. 


Christian people should always, 
even in a public place, thank God 
for meals. If you are in a res- 
taurant alone you need not pray 
aloud, perhaps, but you can bow 
your head and thank God. If two 
Christians or more are in a public 
eating place, nothing could be 
more proper than that’ they 
should bow their heads and one 
of them should modestly thank 
God for the food and ask His 


blessing upon it. Someone may 
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IN THE HOME 


feel it is a show of Christianity 
and that it might leave a bad im- 
pression upon the onlookers. On 
the contrary, no one in the world, 
I think, would say that it is out 
of place to thank God, and no one 
would feel that thanks for food 
was improper. Rather, if one has 
any sense of decency, he will say 
that the man who believes in God 
ought to be grateful to Him. 
Certainly one who did not appear 
to be grateful would be giving a 
poor testimony of his Saviour in 
the public place. I have made 
the simple resolution that I ought 
not to eat anywhere I could not 
feel free to thank God for food. 
Anywhere I cannot take my Lord 
with me and give Him due credit, 
I ought not to go. 


‘If I eat in a -home of others 
who do not ask me to pray or 
give thanks and who do not them- 
selves give thanks, perhaps I 
would not always speak up boldly 
and ask that we all bow our 
heads. Paul did that on the ship 
where he was a prisoner. I think 
usually if a Christian wanted to 
thank God for food, nearly any- 
where people would respect him 
for it. But if one eats at the table 
with others who~are not Chris- 
tians and does not fee] like asking 
them to join him in thanks to 
God, at least he can himself bow 
his head and silently give thanks 
to God who is the Maker of every 
good and perfect gift, and who in 
unchanging providence blesses us 
with fresh provision every day. 


Who should return thanks at 
the family table? I think ordi- 
narily the father. If the father 
is not present, perhaps the mother 
should do so. Since the father is 
the head of the home and is to 
speak for his family as God's 
deputy in many matters, it seems 
fitting that the father should 
speak to God and express the 
thanks of all hearts for the food. 
At our home I have usually led 
in thanks at the table. 


However, there is no rule for 
that. I often ask at the table, 
“Who would like to thank God 
for our food today?” And some 
one of the family volunteers. 
Sometimes I call on one or an- 
other by name. 


I think it is all right for little 
children to thank God for food. 
For that purpose perhaps they 
ought to be taught some little 
prayer and taught the meaning 
of it. Then in that prayer they 
may express the gratitude of their 
hearts until they are able more 
freely to frame the words from 
their own hearts. But it is my 
judgment that usually forms are 
not best and that each one ought 
to thank God from his heart. Sure- 
ly the prayers of thanks should be 
genuine and every heart around 
the table ought to be taught to 
praise God earnestly for the food 
which He has given. 


Sometimes the baby of the 
family is taught to return. thanks 
for food. But too often this is 
only play to the child, and mother 
and father proudly show him off 
to visitors and have him repeat 
his cute words of thanks. But they 
are thinking more of how bright 
the child is than of how good 


God is to give the food, I fear. 
Let the thanksgiving be sincere 
and genuine. If little children 
give thanks, let them be taught 
to do it earnestly and simply and 
not to be heard of men, and cer- 
tainly not to show off before com- 
pany. And while the children are 
taught to thank God, the father 
or some other member of the 
family, should earnestly ex”>ress 
the thanks of the family assem- 
bled. 


IV. The Children’s Bed‘ ime 
Prayers 


“Now I lay me down to sleep, 

I pray the Lord my soul to keep; 
If I should die before I wake; 
I pray the Lord my soul to take; 
And this I ask for Jesus’ sake. 
Amen.” 


How many thousands of little 
children have sleepily said the 
words of this little bedtime prayer 
as mothers knelt beside them by 
the bed or as they knelt by moth- 
er’s rocker with their heads per- 
haps upon their mother’s knees! 


There are many reasons why it 
iS wise to have prayer with the 
little ones before they go to bed. 
It is a time of goodbye. Little 
children hate to go to bed and go 
to sleep. They sometimes dread 
the dark. More often they do not 
want to leave the excitement of 
company and the fascinating 
things that grown people do after 
little children go to bed! At any 
rate there ought to be a little 
ceremony and a solemn prayer 
to God, to make bedtime holy and 
give a restful peace to children’s 
hearts. 


After a little memorized prayer, 
the child should be taught to add 
some honest petitions of his own, 
like “God bless Daddy, and God 
bless Mama, and God bless Grand- 
mother,” and should remember to 
ask God to bless his brothers and 
sisters, calling them’ by name. 
When my youngest daughter was 
taught to pray, sometimes the 
Lord’s prayer and sometimes 
“Now I lay me,” she was taught 
always to follow with simple 
words of her own. She came to 
trust Christ as her Saviour when 
she was five years old, so most 
of the time she had a right to 
call God her Father. We have 
taught her to say, “Help me to 
be a good girl and mind Mother 
and Daddy.” Often she prays for 
people who have been in the home 
during the day, or for her school- 
mates, or for her teacher. It is 
perfectly proper for Mother or 
Daddy to suggest to the little one 
the things for which he or she 
ought to pray. 

The childhood prayer’ should 
not be raced off without attention 
and as a mere form. The child — 
should feel that he is in the pres- 
ence of God and that he is hon- 
estly making petition to a loving 
heavenly Father who is willing to 
hear and who longs to bless him. 

Take time for the prayers at 
bedtime. Sometimes the _ child 
kneels by Mother and Daddy. We 
have found it nice that Mother 
or Daddy should. kneel by the bed- 
side and pray and then have the 
little one pray. Then the child 
can be tucked into bed and given 
the good night kiss. Sometimes 
it is necessary for an older sister 
to pray with the child. But always 
it ought to be a very sweet and 
precious time and it certainly will 
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be that to the child if the father 
or mother takes time and takes 
the matter seriously. 


When my older daughters were 
very small I thought perhaps 
there was too much form and 
ceremony about bedtime prayers. 
Although we taught them to pray, 
we did not make a ritual of the 
bedtime prayer. I wish now that 
we had. It has been very precious 
with our younger children and I 
am sure has been as sweet to the 
father and mother as it has been 
helpful to the little ones. 


Vv. Prayers for Special 
Occasions as Needed 


There is good reason to have 
regular times of prayer. But cer- 
tainly there are many reasons also 
for having special prayers on spe- 
cial occasions. 

Blessed is the Christian who 
forms the habit of turning na- 
turally to God in prayer every 
time a special need arises. Since 
the members of a Christian fami- 
ly should be very intimate and 
near one another, of course there 
will be many occasions through 
the day to pray or to thank God. 

After we moved from Dallas, 
Texas, to Wheaton, Illinois, in 
1940, I took ‘the entire family 
back to Texas on a brief visit. 
While there I preached in the 
home .church where I had been 
pastor for years. On our return 
we followed a very common cus- 
tom. At the start of a journey we 
pray for guidance and for safety 
and for happiness on the road. 
On this particular day of which 
I speak we asked God to keep 
us on the right road, to make us 
happy together on our vacation 
trip, and particularly we asked 
God to help us find some precious 
soul that we could win that day. 


In Oklahoma we got on the 
wrong highway. There had been 
a detour and perhaps I did not 
watch the signs as closely as I 
should have. At any rate, we found 
ourselves some thirty miles off 


the road. We stopped at a filling 
station to inquire the road, I felt 
a little strange that God had 
allowed us to miss the road after 
we had so definitely prayed for 
His guidance. But there I found 
an openhearted man who needed 
the gospel. He was hungry for for- 
giveness and salvation. He was 
glad to pray with me and asked 
the Lord Jesus to come into, his 
heart and forgive his sins. Earnest- 
ly he thanked me for talking to 
him about his soul. I left some 
tracts with him, urged him to 
make his conversion known to the 
public and to get in a church 
with God’s people, and we went 
on our way. A chorus arose from 
the car, my daughters reminded 
me that we had prayed just an 
hour or two before that God would 
guide fis on the journey and that 
He would help us to win a soul 
that day! God led us out of our 
way to the. soul we prayed for. 
They were happy that they’ had 
joined with me in the prayer and 
that they had seen the answer 
too. 

Always when we start on a jour- 
ney we ask God for His protec- 
tion. No doubt that is one reason 
why we have never had any seri- 
ous accident in many tens of 
thousands of miles of driving. 


Nearly every child is at some 
time or other afraid of storms, 
afraid of lightning and thunder. 
So we have found it wise with 
each of our children when they 
become frightened simply to stop 
and pray. We teach the child that 
God watcnes over His children 
and that we are perfectly safe to 
trust in Him. When there is the 
example of a father and mother 
who are cheerful and unmoved 
by the lightning and thunder and 
wind, and of older children like- 
wise unafraid, and the sweet com- 
fort that comes from the Word 
of God that He watches over His 
own, and a definite prayer that 
God will take care of us, most 
little children are then no longer 
afraid. All of our children very 


soon became happily accustomed 
to trusting the Lord in such mat- 
ters and are now unaffected by 
any weather conditions or normal 
hazards. | 


In the junior high school, in the 
room with one of my daughters, 
@ little boy was taken suddenly 
sick with polio and died within 
two days. My daughter came home 
deeply distressed, partly from 
grief and I think partly from fear. 
Mrs. Rice promptly sat down and 
read with her the marvelous 
ninety-first Psalm: ‘He that 
dwelleth in the secret place of 
the most High shall abide under 
the shadow of the Almighty. I will 
say of the Lord, He is my refuge 
and my fortress: my God; in him 
will I trust. Surely he shall deliver 
these from the snare of the fowler, 
and from the noisome pestilence. 
He shall cover thee with his fea- 
thers, and under his wings shalt 
thou trust: his truth shall be thy 
shield and buckler. Thou _ shalt 
not be afraid for the terror by 
night; nor for the arrow that 
flieth by day; Nor for the pesti- 
lence that walketh in. darkness; 
nor for the destruction that wast- 
eth at  noonday. Because 
thou hast made the Lord, which 
is my refuge, even the most High, 
thy habitation; There shall be no 
evil befall thee, neither shall any 
plague come nigh thy dwelling. 
For he shall give his angels charge 
over thee, to kcep thee in all thy 
ways” (Psa. 91:1-6, 9-11). After 
such Scriptures and a quiet prayer 
of committal to the Lord, my 
daughter’s fears were gone and 
her heart was comforted and she 
could eat again and be happy. 

It is obvious that many occa- 
sions will arise when two of the 
family or all of the family ought 
to have prayer together over some 
special need or for comfort in 
some trouble or for’ forgiveness for 
some sin. 

Sometimes when it has been 
necessary to punish one of the 
children we have talked it over 
and the child has been willing to 


confess with tears her sin. And 
then we went together to God in 
prayer asking Him to forgive the 
little one and to help her do right 
in the future. 


I believe that the prayers of 
little children need not be just a 
form. I believe that God hears the 
prayer of a child who is taught 
to pray in faith, taught to pray 
in the will of God, and on the 


‘basis of promises in the Scrip- 


ture. Prayer, if resorted to con- 
tinually about commonplace needs, 
can become the most real and 
precious thing in the life of a 
child who has been taught to trust 
Christ and love the Lord. 

Not long ago my daughter, who 
was then seven, lost a record card’ 
from school! After looking far 
and near, high and low, she and 
her mother decided to pray about 
it. When the little girl, kneeling 
by her bed, had prayed for God 
to help find the lost card, she 
opened her eyes, and lo, they fell 
upon the lost article atygonce! She 
praised God for it, laughed for 
joy, and wrote her daddy how God 
had answered her prayer. 

Not long ago we got into the 
car to go to. the office. In sum- 
mertime several of the daughters 
were working full time in the 
Sword of the Lord Publishers’ 
office. I’ should be there at eight 
thirty for the period of devotion 
and prayer. The car would not 
start. There was gas-in the gas 
tank. Nothing that I knew of was 
wrong, yet the car did not start. 
After stepping on the starter sev- 
eral times I sat rather non- 
plussed. Joy, seven years old, who 
sat beside me, said, “Daddy, I 
know what we should do!” 

Rather facetiously and with not 
much good humor, I answered, 
“Yes, I suppose we could push the 
car down the street.” 

“No, that was not 
meant,” she said. 

“Then what could we do, dear?” 
I asked. 

“We could pray!’ 
quietly. 


what I 


she said, very 


Rebuked in my heart, I bowed 
my head and there aloud asked 
God to help us start the car, since 
I had already done dll I knew 
to do and we would be late for the 
office time of worship which began 
at eight thirty unless we could go 
at once. After the prayer I step- 
ped on the starter, the motor 
caught at once, and we went on 
our way. My heart was greatly 
blessed. I believe God cared about 
our prayers and that it is proper 
and right to pray about such mat- 
ters, He has started my car for me 
many a time when I could not. 

These are only illustrations of 
the fact that there ought to be 
many times of special prayer in a 
Christian home and family. 

My good wife and I have had 
some precious times of prayer in 
the night when each of us was 
awake. We often pray together 
at bedtime and some days we pray 
several times during the day about 
various problems that arise. 

About the temple at Jerusalem 
Jesus said, “It is written, My 
house shall be called an house 
of prayer.” But every home ought 
also to be a house of prayer. 
Blessed is a family that remem- 
bers to pray, not only at the regu- 
lar appointed seasons of prayer 
but on special occasions as need 
arises or as the heart feels the 
call to pray. 
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One of my chief difficulties in preparing meals 
is finding out what to serve that is really 
different. 

IS THIS YOUR PROBLEM TOO? 
Are you wondering how to prepare satisfyin 
and nourishing meals for your family wit 
variety, even though, Uncle Sam says there ll 
still be°a serious shortage of many foods? 
Besides that, in the coming months” are, you 
planning to entertain on occasions in which 
you would like to serve those things which 
have never been served before among your 
friends? And, likely you will want new ways 
of serving delicious food which show the good 
taste of a distinguished hostess. : 
That’s where I think I can help you. Re- 
cently I have discovered a unique cook book 
which Christian women have long been _ look- 
ing for. This cook: book has 240 NEW 
TESTED RECIPES selected from many thou- 
sands contributed by listeners of a large Chi- 
cago radio station. 
Another unusual thing about this cook boox 
is that it will give you rich hours of enjoy- 
ment from the included poems, quotations, 
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Here’s How—the Editors of The WAY maga- 
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free copy of FOOD FOR THE BODY... 
FOOD FOR THE SOUL. All you have to do 
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that’s easy! 

In fact, I think you'll find, as I have, that 
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nearly 400 church and missionary societies 


around the world. 
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E. Fuller, Dr. Harry Ironside, Dr. Walter A. 
Maier, Dr. Oswald Smith, and many others. 
Then also there are stories of ‘‘Churches which 
Missions built’ and ‘“‘Round the World” a 
16-page report of the. global march of the 
church. ; 
You can have The WAY magazine delivered 
to your home each month for 16 months for 
only $2.00. Imagine a modern handy-sized 
52-page magazine for 2\%4c a week! Actually, 
less than the cost of a 3c postage stamp: 
AND as a SPECIAL REWARD for prompt- 
ness I will send you FOOD FOR THE BODY 
... FOOD FOR THE SOUL. 

But there’s one condition . . 


. « » you must send in your $2.00 WITHIN 
TEN DAYS. So Act now! Sign the enclosed 
blank and slip $2.00 in envelope and we'll 
send you your copy of FOOD FOR THE 
BODY ... FOOD FOR THE SOUL. 
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buy a subscription for your friend and we’ll 
send you the cook ‘ 
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